Keash/Culfadda Newsletter March 2nd 2025 
Eight Sunday in Ordinary time
  Year C
Phone:  Fr. Gabriel Murphy (086)3429686

Notices for Newsletter email:  gmurphy@achonrydiocese.org
Masses from Keash & Culfadda Churches are Live streamed. 

For more information visit our Website:  www.keashparish.ie 
Please note that the Webcam will be in operation in the Sanctuary area, and it’s surrounds of both Churches within our parish.
St Kevin’s Church Keash
Saturday        1st      6.30pm  Kathleen Nerney, Greyfield (First Anniversary).
Ash Wednesday (Blessed Ashes will be distributed at both Masses) 

Wednesday    5th   10.00am & 6.30pm.

Thursday       6th     7.00pm  First Confessions for the children from Keash National School.
Friday            7th   10.00am  People of the parish.
Saturday        8th     6.30pm  Marie & Tommie Lyons, Dernaskeagh and the deceased members of 
                                                the Lyons and Keville families.
Our Lady of the Rosary Church Culfadda 
Sunday         2nd  10.00am  Alfie (16th Anniversary) & his son Michael Higgins, Townaghline. 

                                            Also, John Hannon, his wife Margaret, brother Batty and the deceased 

                                            members of the Hannon family, Battlefield.
Tuesday       4th  10.00am.

Tuesday       4th      7.00pm  First Confessions for the children from Culfadda National School.

Ash Wednesday (Blessed Ashes will be distributed at Mass) 

Wednesday  5th   11.00am.
Sunday         9th   10.00am  Tommy & Margaret (Maggie) Hannon, Finisklin.
Readers.

Saturday 1st Ann Brehony.      Sunday  2nd  Kieran Kielty. 
Saturday 8th Kathleen Feely.   Sunday  9th  Sharon Hunt.
Recent Death. 
Your prayers are requested for Maureen Morrison, Surry, England (first cousin of Eileen Gormley, Rathmullen, Tony Mullen, Dernaskeagh and Martin Mullen, Larkhill),  who died in January. May her soul rest in peace. Amen.
March 5th  – Ash Wednesday.

Three Masses will take place on Ash Wednesday – 10.00am and 6.30pm in St Kevin’s Church and 11.00am in Our Lady of the Rosary Church Culfadda. Blessed Ashes are a sacramental, just as holy water or blessed palm is. The ashes used on Ash Wednesday are made from the burning of palms blessed in the previous year's Palm Sunday celebration, when Christians carry palms to recognize the Gospels' reference to Jesus's path being covered in palm on the day he entered Jerusalem.           

The blessing of ashes will take place during Mass and people are also welcome to take some home for those who are unable to come to Mass for the beginning of Lent.
Visitation of the Sick & Housebound.

The sick and housebound in the Culfadda Church area will be visited on Thursday next and on Friday in the Keash Church area. If you or a member of your family would like to receive the sacraments in your own home, please let Fr Gabriel know on 086-3429686.

Lenten Trocaire Boxes.

Trocaire Boxes are available for collection in the porches of both Churches.

Culfadda Church Renovation – Update

Following storm Éowyn, attention needs to be given to Culfadda Church roof, for this to happen we ask for the support of the people of the parish and beyond, in the past people increased their weekly offertory donations as is evident in the Abstract of Church account which is available this weekend. We have to raise funds, and we ask people to give what they can afford and God willing in the foreseeable future we will be able to give Culfadda Church the attention it needs. 

Retreat for Ministers of the Word (Readers). 
On Sunday, March 9th, there will be a short retreat for Readers in the Parish Centre, Ballymote, from 3.00 – 5.00 pm. The retreat will be led by Fr Tom Grufferty, currently working at Knock Shrine. 
Retreat for the Ministers of Holy Communion. 
On Sunday, March 23rd, there will be a short retreat for Ministers of Holy Communion, in the Peyton Centre, Attymass, Co Mayo from 3.00 – 5.00 pm, led by Fr Tom Taaffe, working at Knock Shrine.
Abstract of Church account for 2024.
The Abstract of Church account is available for 2024. I wish to thank everyone who contributes to the Parish and Priests Collection. Many are now using the online system and this is very welcome. The upkeep of the parish comes out of the Offertory and the Priests Salary comes from the Priests Collection; both can be paid via separate portals ONLINE. Also, many drop their contribution through the letterbox at the parochial house, for those who pay by cheque, please make all cheques for offertory and priest’s collection payable to ‘Keash Parish’.

Thankyou is also extended to those who count, record and bank the monies from both Keash & Culfadda church areas, this is a vital and very much appreciated service to our parish. Also, I am very grateful to the Parish Finance Council for their assistance and most especially for preparing the Abstract of Church account annually.

Community Games. 
In order to ensure continuation of Community Games events for children of the area, we are seeking more parents to volunteer for vetting to assist and supervise with preparing for and running the events. Please Contact Secretary Helen Clarke 089 449 4305. 
Lenten Challenge & Invitation.

The 2025 Lenten message of Pope Francis is a challenge and an encouragement for us to journey in hope together. Our Holy Father encourages us - as he always does - to move out of our comfort zones and to engage with others. This is all the more essential in “a world which seems to have lost its heart”. Abstaining from alcohol is one way of offering hope and support to those who are living under the shadow of addiction. 
A Pledge for Lent can be taken in a parish Pioneer centre or via www.pioneerassociation.org. You might be the first person in your family, school or workplace to take a few steps as a Pilgrim of Hope during this Jubilee Year. Consider inviting a few others to join you on the journey! You will be helping them - as their sponsor or anchor - to kindle the fire of God’s love in their hearts. Think also about prayerfully adopting a person who is waiting on a place in Cuan Mhuire or as part of a Residential Treatment Program. You might also pray for those at local level who are being sustained - one day at a time - by the 12 steps of the AA fellowship. Messages of prayerful support for people who are living with addiction can be posted to Fr Robert McCabe, PO Box 13492, Dublin 7 or can be sent by email to prayer@pioneers.ie. Additional information is available at www.pioneerassociation.org.
Offertory Collection for the month of December.

(Lodged in 2024) - Online Donations €542  Keash €995  Culfadda € 1,240

(Lodged in 2025) – Keash  €1,851 + €490   Culfadda €1,215
Offertory Collection for the month of January.

Online Donations €872.69c  Keash €1,270  Culfadda € 875
Please Donate Online, www.keashparish.ie                      
                                                                                      Thank you for your support.
Annual Achonry Pioneer Dinner Dance.
The annual Achonry Pioneer dinner dance takes place on Friday 21st March at 8pm sharp at The Yeats County Inn, Curry. Pioneers and non-Pioneers are welcome to attend. Music by The Duets and there will be a raffle on the night. Tickets are €35 each and available by contacting 086-1660196.
Fr Peyton Centre - Weekend Lenten Retreat.

Walk with the Lord- Take a journey of reflection, renewal and spiritual growth. Weekend Lenten Retreat 7th-9th March 2025. For more information contact Fina Golden Retreat Coordinator 096 45374.

Marriage Encounter Weekend.
Marriage Encounter Weekend in Knock Shrine from Friday 28 March to Sunday 30 March.                                                  Book at www.marriageencounter.ie.
